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■ editor’s note

It is crucial that the herd matriarch

remember her way to a watering hole

that might have been visited years

earlier. It’s also important so that she

may accurately pass this valuable

knowledge on to the next generation,

for their survival in the harsh climates

of  Asia and Africa.

Speaking of  unforgettable, in this

month’s issue of  DeSoto Magazine

we’re providing readers with an

assortment of  unforgettable stories.

For example, see page 18, and read

Chelle Ellis’ piece, “The Freedom to

be Elephants.” Her amazing story

about the pachyderm residents of

the Elephant Sanctuary of  Tennessee

will both touch and enlighten you.

On page 32, Tad Wilkes gives

readers a brief  glimpse into the

Banks Mansion in Hernando, MS.

The home’s grand architecture and

colorful past make it a historical gem

that’s not easily forgotten.

Oh, before I forget, Karen Ott

Mayer and I had the pleasure of

visiting Charlotte Gilmer’s backyard

bevy of  botanicals near Greenwood,

MS. Gilmer has worked diligently to

transform her large patch of  Delta

farmland into a whimsical garden

filled with character. Read about it

on page 26.

By now we’re knee-deep into

summer, and as you know, the

unrelenting heat is on. Sounds like a

great time to pour a glass of  sweet tea

and curl up somewhere cool with the

July issue of  DeSoto Magazine.

Thanks for reading.

Dana Finimore

dana@desotomag.com

The architecturally significant 10,000

square-foot Banks Mansion, a 1909

Greek Revival home stands out as the

jewel of  Hernando’s Historic District.

Photography by Dana Finimore.

on the cover

Publisher

Richard Finimore

editor in chief

Dana Finimore

PhotograPhy

Dana Finimore

Ashley Smith

art director

Ashley Smith

graPhic design assistant

elizabeth Pellum

editorial contributors

Chelle ellis

Dana Finimore

Karen ott Mayer

Rebecca Rolwing

Tad Wilkes

Andrea Woroch

Ann n. Yungmeyer

account Manager

Sonja Broaddus

account executives

Sonja Broaddus

Ashley Herbert

Crystal Howell

web design

Hill Media Co.

Published by hill Media co.

P. o. Box 451, 

nesbit, MS 38651

662.429.4617

FAX 662.449.5813

www.desotomag.com

© 2011 Hill Media Co. DeSoto

Magazine must give permission for

any material contained herein to be

reproduced in any manner. Any

advertisements published in DeSoto

Magazine do not constitute an

endorsement of the advertiser’s

services or products. DeSoto

Magazine is published monthly by

Hill Media Co. Parties interested in

advertising should email us at

info@desotomag.com or call

662.429.4617. www.desotomag.com

June 2011 • Vol. 8 no. 4

Magazine

An Elephant Never Forgets

It has been said that an elephant never forgets. In the wild, they need

almost total recall to guide them in their efforts to find food and water

during times of severe drought. 
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■ dear desoto

Dear Readers: We love hearing from you. Drop us a line if  you have comments, questions

or suggestions related to our editorial features and/or departments. Our email is

info@desotomag.com or write to: P. O. Box 451, Nesbit MS 38651.

Grateful Bride

I just wanted to say thank you for the beautiful story you

did for our wedding in DeSoto Magazine. I received several

copies and sent them to our family. It was such a pleasure

seeing the article and it is a wonderful, permanent account

of  our special day that we’ll always have to look back on.

Sincerely,

Taylor Alling

Gentility and Hospitality

Last year in March 2010, your magazine published an

article partly about my husband, Eric Nielsen.  It was

written by Tad Wilkes.  I was hoping I could use part of

that article in our neighborhood newsletter (Harbor

Town's newsletter).  We try to spotlight a person in the

community occasionally and that article would really be

perfect. Of  course, I'd be happy to credit Desoto Magazine

and Tad in the newsletter. Thanks for your

consideration...we do love your magazine. It really

captures the gentility and hospitality of  the South.

Dawn Nielsen

Memphis

George Washington Ball House

The DeSoto Magazine coverage of  the George Washington

Ball house in Vicksburg, MS, is absolutely beautiful.

Dana's pictures are so artistic imparting so much of  the

atmosphere of  the house. Celeste's text is excellent and

supports the visual perfectly. So sorry you had such a short

visit. We look forward to your return.

Take care,

Betty Bullard

Vicksburg

10 DeSoto
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Fifty-three percent of  adults believe brain fitness

can be improved a lot. But only 10 percent

consider it a top priority compared to other

health issues.

According to Shara Aaron, M.S., R.D. and

author of  “The Baby Fat Diet,” you can keep

family brain health top of  mind through simple

daily actions involving diet and nutrition,

physical fitness, mental activity and social

connections. 

Diet and Nutrition: Consuming omega-3 fatty

acids may support your brain's processing power

and help fight mental health decline.  

• Eat lots of  fresh, colorful fruits and vegetables.

Include leafy greens, broccoli and cauliflower.

• Switch out saturated and trans fats for healthier

fats found in olive oil and canola oil.

• Increase daily intake of  DHA, which accounts for

up to 97 percent of  the omega-3 fats in the brain. 

Physical Fitness

Each time a heart beats, 25 percent of  the

blood it pumps goes to the brain, carrying with it

oxygen and nutrients important to brain health.

Exercise can increase heart rate and help

produce new brain cells.

• Do physical activities at least 30 minutes a day.

Get the family to walk; play sports; have fun

outdoors.

• Get approximately seven to eight hours of  sleep

daily. 

• Maintain a healthy weight to minimize risk of

diabetes, high cholesterol and hypertension.

Mental Activity

Keeping the brain active helps generate new

cells and makes new connecti ons within the brain.

12 DeSoto

■ living well

Smart thoughts
on Your Family's
Brain Health

You may be taking care of your body, but are you taking care of your brain? The

brain is vital for everyday functions, yet few pay close attention to it.

By Andrea Woroch



• Encourage the whole family to learn

things. Try new activities; learn a new

language; stimulate curiosity. 

• Look for creative ways to use multiple

parts of  the brain. Play music; draw;

write; arrange flowers; take photos.   

• Support better brain health in kids

and teens by asking open-ended

questions that require more than a yes

or no. Challenge them to use different

parts of  the brain. 

• Avoid overdoing it with multitasking. 

According to experts, including Dr. 

Majid Fotuhi, M.D., Ph.D., Chairman

of  the Neurology Institute for Brain

Health and Fitness and an assistant

professor of  neurology at Johns

Hopkins University School of

Medicine, “Multitasking beyond your

comfort zone can decrease mental

productivity, elevate brain fatigue and

increase stress.”

Social Connections

Strong social connections are a vital

element in overall health, wellness and

longevity. Get involved in activities

with others.  

• Volunteer for a cause you're

passionate about.

• Join group activities such as a card

group, book club or hobby group.

• Nurture friendships; someone to care

about and laugh with is important for

mental health.  

“Socializing may help your brain in

other ways, from reducing stress and

depression to increasing mental

stimulation. Make connections with

others,” Aaron says. n

For more about family brain health, visit
www.BrainStrongDHA.com.
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Tunica became a place on the map for local and

regional artists due to the success of  the first Arts on

Tunica Main, an art show that featured a wide variety

of  art genres ranging from porcelain pottery to

structures formed from deer antlers.  

Lynn Ryals, executive director of  Tunica Main

Street, said this event was the first of  its kind hosted by

the Tunica community. Its purpose was to showcase

local artists as well as artists in surrounding

communities in hopes of  developing interest and

expanding the arts community.

“I would hope it would spark some interest of  local

artists that would like to form their own art community

in Tunica,” she said. “We have beautiful, historic

buildings downtown – a great way to display art work.”

The show was held on June 3 on the second floor of

an old hotel in downtown Tunica. The space was

provided by Diane and Jimmy Eubanks of  Tunica.

Attendees browsed through hallways and private

rooms at their own pace, viewing and purchasing

artwork on display. The former lobby area of  the hotel

featured wine, casual foods and the solo acoustic

sounds of  Bryan Hartley, an independent musician

from Memphis. The event was sponsored by Tunica

Main Street and the Tunica Chamber of  Commerce

in collaboration with designer Jill Yoe Graves and

Bradley Gordon, owner of  Gordon Gallery in

Clarksdale. 

With over 150 individuals in attendance from as

far away as Clarksdale, Memphis, Oxford and

Greenwood, Ryals said a plethora of  positive

feedback was received, not only from attendees but

also from participating artists and many community

members who were unable to attend.

“We just didn’t know how it would turn out – how

the public would respond,” she said. “We were real

14 DeSoto

■ about the arts

Success of first Arts on Tunica Main sparked interest of

community members and officials who say event will be

a biannual affair.

The Show Will Go On
Text by Rebecca Rolwing / Photography by Dana Finimore

“Turtles on a Log” 

oil on canvas, 72” x 22”



pleased. … I don’t know what people had

envisioned when they came, but they

were so blown away by the quality of

talent that we had.” 

Graves said the show featured eight

professional artists from Memphis,

Tunica, Clarksdale and other Mississippi

Delta towns. There were three

photographers, three painters, one

found object sculptor and two potters,

one of  whom works with ceramics and

porcelain. Each of  the artists had a

designated area in which to display

work. The artwork of  several local

elementary and high school students was

also displayed in the hallways and

viewed by attendees as they strolled from

room to room.

The artists paid a $25 entry fee, which

covered event set-up costs, and all of  the

proceeds of  the purchased artwork went

DeSoto 15
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directly to the individual artists. The

artwork prices varied, beginning at $25

for pottery, $100 for photography, $200

for sculptures and $300 for paintings.

Each participating artist sold some of

his or her displayed pieces.

Graves said much of  the artists’ work

was inspired by living in the Delta and

the South. “I was impressed by the

variety and the skill that was

showcased,” she said. “Some artists

really took these ideas and pushed them

in ways I haven’t seen.” 

One featured photographer, Jordan

Hood, “used an interesting mix” to

showcase her series on how Mississippi

Delta families are connected to the land,

Graves said. Using a pinhole camera,

Hood, who grew up in Dundee,

combined a blurred figure with concrete

images of  something local like cotton.

She posed as the model for the series and

wore items of  significance, such as her

debutante dress, for some of  the shots.

Gordon, who also featured his

contemporary wildlife paintings in the

show, said featured potter Austin Britt,

owner of  Foxtrot Pottery in Clarksdale,

used bamboo and deer antlers in artistic

ways to display many of  his plates, pots

and other pieces.

Uniting both new and established

artists is what Gordon said made this art

show unique. “The Delta is so packed

full of  artists. It’s tough for up-and-

coming artists to shine,” he said. “By

doing things like this, it allows kind of  a

different venue to show your work.” 

He said many of  the experienced and

established artists shared advice and tips

with new artists on the brink of  starting

their careers. “Everybody helped

everybody. I think that’s really what it

takes in this area to help artists be

successful,” he said.

Lyn Arnold, president and chief

executive officer of  the Tunica County

Chamber of  Commerce, said that she

believes the success of  their first show

and the expansion of  the arts will bring

culture and exposure to the community.

“Art just brings a component to a

community that you don’t necessarily

get with other things that people gather

and do,” she said. “It has the ability to

broaden the total experience for people

that live in the county.”

While concrete plans have not yet

been set, she said the sponsors and

collaborators have discussed continuing

the show as a biannual event. They are

considering having another show

sometime this fall, possibly in November.

“Tunica has a fairly lively social

scene, and I just think this would be a

very nice event to continue and that

people would very much enjoy this type

of  thing in the future,” she said. 

Looking ahead, Ryals said she would

like to see the show expand and feature

more artists who would provide an even

wider variety of  work. “We hope the

word spreads, and we would have more

artists to bring their work to show,” she

said. “We are reaching out, and people

are interested. The interest is there.” n
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The Elephant Sanctuary of  Tennessee is a

wooded nirvana for female elephants who

must retire after suffering through years of

abuse, neglect or illness. Founded in 1995

by Scott Blais and Carol Buckley on 112

middle Tennessee acres, the sanctuary

today is a sprawling 2700 acres. Green

pastures, dense forests and spring-fed

ponds offer a peaceful haven for its

pachyderm residents. The Hohenwald,

TN location was selected because of  its

long growing season and mild winters.

Oftentimes residents of  the sanctuary

arrive after a life of  touring with a circus,

which can constitute a miserable existence

filled with cruel training practices,

cramped and cold housing, and poor

veterinary care.

Some of  the elephants arrive at the

sanctuary ill with tuberculosis, initially

contracted from migrant circus workers.

Later, the disease was spread to feral herds when

infected elephants were released back into the wild.

These sick animals must be quarantined to avoid

contagion to other elephants there. 

At the sanctuary, respect is a priority when it comes

to the handling and care of  the elephants. Its

important that passive control be employed in their

management, and they are never forced to do anything

against their will. This includes free-choice access from

the barn to the surrounding habitat except on very

cold nights. Then the barn doors must be closed to

contain the heat for the animals’ protection. 

“Our elephants have a choice of  how to spend their

day. Here, they can knock trees over or swim in a pond

or eat wild plants,” said sanctuary CEO Rob Atkinson.

Atkinson also went on to explain that the elephants

at the sanctuary are taught through a system of

positive reinforcement that leaves them free to just be

elephants without the anxieties associated with

performing or entertaining the public.

“I recently answered questions from kids about

elephants while at the Nashville Zoo,” said co-founder

Scott Blais. “The top two questions were ‘Can we ride

her?’ and ‘Does she do tricks?’ That expectation is there
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“There is no creature among all the Beasts of the world which hath so great

and ample demonstration of the power and wisdom of almighty God as the

Elephant.” —Edward Topsell, The Historie of Foure-Footed Beastes

The Elephant Sanctuary of Tennessee:

The Freedom to be an ELEPHANT
Text by Chelle Ellis / Photography by Dana Finimore

(Opposite page, left) Although Shirley the elephant has endured many hardships in her life, she now enjoys a peaceful existence  and will live out her
days at the Elephant Sanctuary.



because people have been taught that

elephants are here for our entertainment

and we have to change that mode of

thinking,” explained Blais.

Blais’ words ring true. I can confirm

this from having experienced it as a

child when I visited a local zoo. For

instance, I was shocked when I saw

Shirley, a 63-year-old Asian elephant,

at the sanctuary. The oldest of  the

fourteen elephants on premises, I

recognized her as the elephant I had

seen at the Louisiana Purchase

Gardens and Zoo in my hometown of

Monroe, La. The last time I saw

Shirley was more than thirty years

earlier but instantly, the 6-year-old

child inside of  me was both excited to

see her and thankful that she was in a

better place. 

Shirley is a survivor. Her life hasn’t

been an easy one and her difficult past

is evident in her old, soulful eyes. She

was captured wild in Asia and brought

to America to tour with the Kelly-

Miller Circus. In 1958, while the

circus was traveling through Cuba,

Fidel Castro seized power and his

forces held the entire circus captive for

several weeks before setting it free. A

few years later, Shirley lost half  of  her

ear in a fire that ignited in the engine

room on a ship that was transporting

her from Nova Scotia. She was saved

from the sinking boat but later suffered

a severely broken leg when another

circus elephant attacked her. Eventually,

Shirley came to my hometown as the

resident zoo elephant. Shirley lived

there with no other elephant contact for

twenty-three years.

Finally, in 1999, after realizing that

its lone pachyderm needed the

company of  other elephants, the zoo

inquired about a place for her at the

sanctuary. Shirley’s journey to the

sanctuary and the days that followed

were documented by PBS and National

Geographic in “The Urban Elephant.”

The night of  Shirley’s arrival was

one of  joyful reunion when Jenny,

another crippled Asian elephant,

immediately recognized her from their

past. Jenny and Shirley were in the

Carson and Barnes Circus together

when she was a baby and Shirley acted

as Jenny’s adoptive mother. After a

night filled with roars, trumpets and

steel bars bent between them in their

attempt to get closer to each other,
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(Above) Tarra, an 8700 pound Asian Elephant, is capable of jogging at speeds of up to 30 miles per hour.
(Opposite page, right) Tarra and Bella make quite an odd couple as they roam the hills and meadows at the
Elephant Sanctuary.





caretakers opened the gates the next

morning and they were completely

reunited. From that day, they

maintained an emotional mother-

daughter relationship until Jenny

died seven years later.

Emotional bonds like these are

especially important to female elephants

as they live in matriarchal herds in the

wild, where they actively seek out other

females for socializing and support.

The very first resident of  the

sanctuary and one of  recent acclaim is

Tarra, a 37 year old Asian elephant who

gained much notoriety when the press

learned of  her inspiring friendship with

a mixed-breed dog named Bella.

In 2009, both the CBS Evening

News’ Steve Hartman and Oprah

Winfrey reported on Tarra and Bella

and the world fell in love with them.

Tarra and Bella are renowned the

world over. Fans and supporters can

learn more about the unusual pair at

the Welcome Center in downtown

Hohenwald or through the sanctuary’s

website, elephants.com.

The two are inseparable, eating,

sleeping and playing together with the

only exception being a three-week

period when Bella suffered a spinal cord

injury and they were kept apart while

Bella recuperated. Tarra wouldn’t leave

her best friend and held vigil outside the

sanctuary office where Bella was being

treated until they were reunited.

Tarra was the second elephant we

approached along the trail at the

sanctuary, and there with her, of

course, was Bella. The inter-species

duo gave playful chase when they

spotted us on ATVs. At top speed, it

was an exhilarating pursuit, with Tarra

and Bella hot on our trail. We stopped

twice but quickly resumed flight when

Tarra and Bella gave chase again.

When our visit with Tarra and Bella

ended, I told Scott Blais that I had

never been chased by an elephant

before and he assured me that, at a top

running speed of  30 mph, if  Tarra

had really intended to catch us, she

could have.

Elephants are sensitive and complex

creatures that face a plethora of

challenges created by humans. Blais and

Atkinson hope to educate people on

these threats, including illness and

inhumane treatment. Although visitors

are not allowed inside the sanctuary, a

new Education Gallery at the

sanctuary’s Welcome Center in

Hohenwald is filled with photos, books

and films, and offers activities geared to

enlighten and inform the public about

these large yet profound creatures, so

that we may better understand their

plight. 

Donations to the sanctuary are

appreciated and can be made online at

elephants.com. n

22 DeSoto



DeSoto 23



24 DeSoto

■ greater goods



DeSoto 25



At the roadside entrance of  Charlotte and B.B.

Gilmer’s garden in Greenwood, Mississippi, a pink

flamingo greets newcomers. But no rolling of  the

eyes at the flamingo because these pink guys dot the

entire one-acre garden and seem dull in comparison

to the vibrant, eclectic mixture of  every type of  yard

art possible.  

“I love flamingos,” says Charlotte.

In just five short years, the Gilmers have

transformed a tree-filled wild acreage into a

manicured, tropical paradise where it’s quite likely

the soft sounds of  New Orleans music can be heard

from Charlotte’s New Orleans-style courtyard.  

Surrounded by an expanse of  Delta cotton fields,

the lush garden feels like an oasis.

A relatively new gardener, Charlotte caught the

plant bug by accident.

“My husband was really busy with work and

normally did the yard work.  There were three azalea

bushes needing planting, so I thought, I’ll put those in

the ground myself.”

When the bushes thrived, she was off  and running.

“The more you do, the more you want to do,” she says.

The Gilmers purchased the property in 2007 from

the late Bonita Stokes, a 93-year old do-it-yourselfer

who loved to garden.

“I never knew her, but I love her anyway. When we

first moved in, we were convinced her ghost lived here.

26 DeSoto

■ earthy elements

Color Me A Delta Garden

This garden is no place for the faint of heart—or weak imagination.

Text by Karen Ott Mayer / Photography by Dana Finimore



I think she’s gone now that she

knows someone who loved the yard

as much as her bought the house,”

says Charlotte.

But a yard?  Hardly.

With more than a half-dozen

vignettes, it’s hard to decide where to

walk or sit. A backdoor patio, a

covered bar and grill grotto, a

gazebo, an outdoor kitchen (which

Charlotte really calls her indoor

cafe), a New Orleans courtyard, a zen

garden and her front porch represent

outdoor rooms, all connected by

meandering rock paths. 

“We eat breakfast on the back patio

every morning and lunch in the

gazebo,” says Charlotte.

While the entire garden boasts a

breezy tropical personality, each mini-

garden maintains a separate theme.

Just north of  the house, a sign
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proclaims the entrance to the zen

garden, found through a dense thicket

of  nandinas lining a rock walkway that

opens onto a red metal gazebo.

Charlotte’s fearless eye for re-

claimed items has resulted in a

collection of  the most unlikely items

and has kept a lively creative debate

ongoing between the Gilmers.  “He has

fought me tooth and nail over almost

everything, but once something is in

place, he likes it,” Charlotte adds with

a laugh. Case in point...a discarded

Vent-A-Hood that was heading for the

dumpster. Today, standing vertical with

a new paint job, it holds an ornamental

grass and appears as an innocuous

piece of  modern, functional art.

The couple has traveled to gather

bamboo for a fence and Charlotte

found multiple free items such as old

tin and architectural columns simply

by placing want ads. In one case, the

shutters on the gazebo came

unexpectedly. 

“A friend found them and left them

in the front yard. They weren’t what I

originally had in mind and they were

blue. But after we built the gazebo, I

put them up to block the sun.”

Lacking enough shutters to fill the

space, Charlotte inserted bamboo in the

center and repainted the shutters red

and orange, creating an oriental affect.
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Fully admitting the garden takes

a lot to maintain, Charlotte offers

some sound advice for beginners.

“Don’t do it!”  she laughs, then

adds, “I’d choose nothing but

perennials.”

But she does have a plan for the

future, when perhaps like her

predecessor Bonita, the work may

outpace the Gilmers’ stamina.

“I’m going to build a zero-lot house

next door with low maintenance

grounds. Then, I’m going to find

someone who loves a garden and yard

and sell the house to them, passing on

this garden and yard.”

If  Bonita Stokes’ spirit still lives in

the flat Greenwood land surrounding

the Gilmers garden, it’s quite likely

she’d smile upon the idea. n
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The Gilmer Plant List

Huge palm trees line the circular drive in
front of the house where a stately old
magnolia stands.  The Gilmers have
chosen plants like the palm trees which
create that “tropical” feel.  With plants
tucked in every bed and corner of the
yard, it’s nearly impossible to catalogue
them all, but here’s a good glimpse into
the garden.

Daylily
Iris
Mexican Petunia
Bee Balm
Banana trees
Palm Trees
Bougainvillea
Ginger
Oleander
Hibiscus
Yucca
Black elephant ears
Artemisia
Sago Palms
Asparagus Fern
Canna lily
Oak leaf hydrangea
Mint
Nandinas
Switch grass
Shrimp plant
Ajuga
Rice paper plant





Residents of  DeSoto County recently learned that

the council is relocating from its 1,500-square-foot

headquarters to the historic 10,000-square-foot Banks

Home, a 1909 Greek Revival home that stands as a

highlight of  Hernando’s Historic District.

Vicky Neyman, who became the council’s executive

director in October, says the move—made thanks to

an arrangement with Hernando West developer

Steven Katz—is part of  the council’s vision for

expansion. Katz, who also provided the nearby Banks

Cottage for the council as its previous nerve center,

will use part of  the Banks Home’s space for

Hernando West sales and office space downstairs, but

most of  the house is the council’s domain. More than

that, the initiative will help preserve a showplace of

Hernando history.

“We have so little of  our history left. What we have

we have to treasure and take good care of,” says

32 DeSoto

The arts in DeSoto County are moving on up—from a cottage to The Big House—reflecting

ongoing growth for the DeSoto Arts Council and the high importance placed on preserving

the area’s history.

The Big House
Text by Tad Wilkes / Photography by Dana Finimore



Hernando Mayor Chip Johnson, who

notes that the city itself  is not an owner

or lessee but rather more of  a supporter

of  the move and use by the council.

“Katz [and his team] quickly discovered

how important that house was to the

people of  Hernando years ago when

they were buying it, and they

understand and appreciate it. I feel like

they are looking to do what the

community wants done with the place,”

says Johnson, who envisions the house

becoming the museum of  art for

Hernando and the county, much like the

Brooks Museum is to Memphis. “The

grounds and structure are beautiful. It’s

just the perfect place to display

important works of  art.”

THe PasT

Daniel Leblond, who grew up in the

home, living there for 35 years until

Katz’s acquisition in 2008, explains that

even deeper in the past the house was

known as “The Big House.” “Back in

the day, that’s where everybody said they

were going to go. The farm workers

went to The Big House to pick up their

checks,” Leblond says.

When Leblond’s family moved into

the house in the mid-1970s, local

women in their 70s and 80s would stop

by to tell stories about grand parties held

at the house in their youth. “Their eyes

would light up and glisten as they would

talk about their teenage years,” he says.

But the house is more than just another

pretty, stately old southern home. In

fact, if  you look hard enough, you’ll see

it’s part steamboat and part railroad.

The house originally was one story,

owned by a steamboat captain, Leblond

says. George Banks and his wife bought

the house from the captain, intending to
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expand and raise a family there. The

original owner advised them the

house wasn’t stable enough to build

up vertically and suggested they build

out. But Banks wanted to go upward,

so he dismantled the house and

moved it to its current site, putting it

back together as it was—including

the dining room, which was a replica

of  the original owner’s dining room

on his steamboat.

“They ended up building a three-

story house,” Leblond explains, “with

the top story being a winter ballroom.

Every 15 feet around the perimeter of

the house [in its structure], it has

railroad tracks —the rails, not the

ties—to give it stability in wind and

everything else. That led to some

interesting things while I lived there,

such as interference with every kind of

signal,” including hearing local police

radio communications on the

television set. “We knew where every

police officer was, and probably the

police didn’t.”

Wallpaper in the Banks Home

dates to its construction in 1909, “so

it is not in the best of  shape,”

Leblond notes. The house doesn’t

have central air and heat, which he

says will present a challenge for the

council, but the home’s 102-year-old

architectural design was and is smart.

“The porch has the correct angle so

that in the summer, it shades the

house, and in the winter the sun gets

low enough below to help heat the

house,” Leblond says.

The home’s columns were hand-

hewn, crafted tongue-in-groove,

without nails. However, he says

immense horizontal beams running

through the house and out as the base

of  the porch support the porch, such

that the columns really have no

weight on them. Leblond’s brother-

in-law, a master carpenter, once

undertook repairs of  the columns to

fix rot at their bases, and realized

they were made by Atlanta-based

Hartmann-Sanders. He called the

company to tell them what he had.

“The next day, Hartmann-Sanders

was here and couldn’t believe their

eyes,” Leblond recalls, “and said it

was the oldest set of  columns made by
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them still in existence today. They

estimated they were made in about 1895.”

The Banks name has faded away—its

patriarch having died three months

before its 1909 construction was

complete, leaving behind a widow and

four daughters—with the house remaining

as the family’s namesake and legacy.

The FuTure

The DeSoto Arts Council, established

in 1999, is partially funded by the

Mississippi Arts Commission, the National

endowment for the Arts, and the DeSoto

County Board of  Supervisors. The non-

profit organization serves 144,706

residents, including the 29,800 children

attending DeSoto County Schools, one of

the largest school districts in the state of

Mississippi in one of  the 40 fastest-

growing counties of  the united States. 

“We rely heavily on our membership

and corporate donors and sponsors to

provide the programming we have,”

Neyman says. In June, the council held its

annual member appreciation reception at

the Banks home. “The restoration, of

course, is not complete, but we wanted to

share with our members where we’re

starting, so they can see the peeling

wallpaper and cracks in the walls, because

this is a joint effort with our members.”

Neyman says Katz is helping with some

of  the major aspects of  needed

restoration, but the council will “beg and

borrow from our corporate friends in the

community.”

Art displays and events will continue at

the Banks Cottage through the summer,

while only the first floor initially is open at

the Banks home for council operations

and visitors.

“right now, we’re concentrating on

getting the first floor [restoration] and

then the second floor,” Neyman says.

“The second floor is a perfect place for a

meeting. I can see a corporation or

business bringing executives there for a

retreat. It’s going to be a very nice location

for weddings, parties, and all kinds of

things. My goal is to help this house

become self-sustaining, so that in the

future, we won’t have to worry about this

beautiful home being at risk. 

“The Banks home is bigger than the

DeSoto Arts Council,” Neyman says. “It’s

been around a lot longer than we have,

and it’s going to be around a long time.” n
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TTeresa and Sean Ray worked side by side in a large kitchen 
store in Memphis since 1999, but they could never find 
anyone reliable to put granite countertops in their kitchens. 
After 21 years of  combined experience in the local kitchen 
cabinet industry, they established Pro Stone, LLC in April 
of  2003.

Their goal was to provide customers with the convenience 
of  seeing their project realized from concept to completion 
- all under one roof. From design consulting (including free 
estimates), CAD drawings, field measurements, templating 
and fabricating granite, marble and quartz, cabinet instal-
lation, sinks, faucets and hardware, Pro Stone is your full-
service kitchen and design center. We offer every service 
necessary to make your dream kitchen a reality.

Pro Stone is one of  the only local kitchen businesses to 
fabricate granite. We cut and polish all granite on site. We 
offer 250 stock granite and marble color choices as well as 
an assortment of  edge finish options. We also carry prod-
ucts for cleaning and maintaining your natural stone.

The kitchen is the heart of  the home. Pro Stone can help 
you create your “dream” kitchen with a variety of  design 
options. Because we offer a large product selection in an 
array of  finishes with a wide range of  price points, your 
dream is not limited by your budget.

Of  course, cabinets are not limited to the kitchen. You 
may be designing the perfect bath retreat, updating a 
laundry room, or creating the ideal media or game room. 
Whatever your cabinetry needs, Pro Stone has the perfect 
product for your project.

When designing your kitchen or bath, countertops and 
cabinets often take precedence in the planning process, 
but it is important for homeowners to remember the role 
of  the sink and faucet. Pro Stone is a distributor for sev-
eral sink and faucet manufacturers. We offer many lines 
of  kitchen, bath and specialty sinks designed for use with 
natural stone.

Pro Stone also carries appliances, such as DCS and Fish-
er Paykel. We exclusively carry these lines so that we can 
get the best prices and pass the savings on to our clients.

Teresa Ray graduated from the University of  Memphis 
in 1997 with a degree in Home Furnishings. Sean began 
his career in his family’s cabinet business 20 years ago. He 
learned the business from the ground up, beginning with 
installation, and then moving into design. Sean and Teresa 
have won numerous Vesta Home Awards, so your home 
will be in good hands.

Pro Stone will offer you sophisticated detailing, uncom-
promising construction, and the price point you have been 
waiting for. Call us today for a free estimate.

8855 Cypress Woods Lane • Olive Branch, MS 38654
662.895.4795 • Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • www.prostonellc.com

Special Advertising

Kitchen SolutionS for every Budget
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Hiring a car and courageously driving on the left

side of  the road is still a popular way to see the

countryside, but exploring Ireland’s national looped

walks and greenway trails offers a deeper foray into the

beauty of  the land and its Celtic heritage.

I was intrigued to learn that every year in July,

thousands of  hikers and pilgrims climb to the summit

of  the legendary Mt. Croagh Patrick near the town of

Westport in County Galway.  The annual pilgrimage is

undertaken to pay homage to Saint Patrick, and some

still follow tradition and walk it barefoot. According to

legend, St. Patrick fasted at the summit for 40 days in

441 AD and then banished all the snakes and demons

from Ireland.

The 2,500-foot Croagh Patrick is undoubtedly an

inspiring trek, but I opted to keep my boots on while

discovering more leisurely hiking routes and some of

Ireland’s best outdoor adventures.  On a five-day

excursion with friends to Counties Mayo, Galway

and Clare, we explored the area’s coastal and nature

trails and inland looped walks while taking in the

varied landscapes and cultural traditions of

Ireland’s west region.

The quaint town of  Westport is a recreational and

music hub and home to a pub owned by Matt Malloy,

the celebrated flute player of  the Chieftains band.

Families will find an array of  adventure activities offered

at the historic Westport House, including archery, stand-

up paddle boarding and zorbing or globe riding, the

latest adventure activity from New Zealand.

From Westport we headed north to our destination

at Mulranney Park Hotel, a restored railway hotel

located on the Great Western Greenway, a newly

developed path for walking and cycling on the original

railway line.  The hotel’s magnificent boardwalk leads

to coastal walks with elevated views, but we opted for
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Walk the West of Ireland:
Scenery,Adventure and Irish Tradition

Text and photography by Ann N. Yungmeyer

Ireland boasts 40 shades of green in its lush pastoral landscape, and more and more travelers

are taking leisure walking and cycling vacations to experience the Emerald Isle up close.

Ireland's famous Cliffs of Moher in the Burren, County Clare.



cycling on the 18-kilometer Greenway

between Newport and Mulranney.

Because we added a hilly circuit along

country lanes, we were pleased to have

the motorized assist of  our rented

electric bikes and welcomed a

gourmet picnic lunch organized by the

outfitter, Electric Escapes.

“Next stop, America,” our captain

teased as we ferried across Clew Bay to

explore Clare Island, one of  Ireland’s

enchanting Atlantic coastal islands less

discovered by tourists than the better-

known Aran Islands in Galway Bay.

Near the port we began a looped walk

at the ruins of  a castle once inhabited

by the infamous pirate queen, Grace

O’Malley.   We visited a 13th century

abbey, a modernday B&B and a

peaceful yoga retreat with our

hospitable walking guide who didn’t

stop for wind or rain; we faithfully

followed him through rolling pastures

and blustery winds and were rewarded

with some of  Ireland’s most splendid

cliffside views.

We headed southward towards

Connemara to the Delphi Mountain

Resort on the Killary fjord, a flagship

eco-tourism resort featuring a unique

design of  stonework, glass and warm

wood tones. Delphi offers activities

from guided hikes to zip wire rides,

along with climbing and kayaking.

After an exhilarating woodland walk

and an adrenaline rush from zip-lining,

we found a welcome retreat in the

resort’s state-of-the-art spa facility and

enjoyed a therapeutic massage and the

highly-touted seaweed bath.
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Approaching the picturesque

town of  Clifden in Connemara,

the “sky road” offers stunning

mountain and ocean views.  Steep

hillsides, along with windswept

boglands, craggy coves and white

sand beaches inspired Oscar

Wilde’s description of  Connemara

as “savage beauty.” Connemara

National Park offers spectacular

day hikes, including the 7-

kilometer Diamond Hill trail, a

two- to three-hour walk with views

of  Inishbofin Island.

Connemara, which is famous

for its hardy breed of  ponies, is

also known as the cultural

heartland of  Ireland, rich in

heritage and folklore and home to

Ireland’s largest Gaeltacht (Irish

speaking area). The restored 1600s

village of  Cnoc Suain offers an

educational experience for visitors

with demonstrations of  Irish

traditions, from harvesting the

peat bogs to making soda bread

and hearing the Gaelic language,

mythology and music.

Lush green pastures along the Burren Way.

Tea Garden in Ballyvaughn, a village in the Burren, County Clare.



South of  Galway, one of  Ireland’s

most fascinating natural landscapes is

found in the Burren. A geologic

wonder comprising an area of  750-

square kilometers, the Burren is a

mix of  glaciated limestone plateaus,

hills and cliffs among fertile valleys

and stonewalled pastures. The area is

known for abundant wildflowers and

diverse plant species that grow up

through the rocky surface as a result

of  unique thermal and climatic

conditions, making it is a walker’s

paradise for visitors and locals alike.

Along the 32-kilometer linear path

known as the Burren Way, we met up

with a group of  ladies from a Galway

foxhunt club who were out for a day

on foot, taking a guided wildflower

walk.  Ballyvaughan is one of  many

beautiful villages in the Burren and a

recommended stop for sampling an

assortment of  tantalizing sweets at

the Tea Garden.

Good maps and signage make it

easy for independent travelers to find

their way while hiking Ireland’s linear

way marked trails and National

Looped Walks, and there are countless

local outfitters who provide guided

hiking.  For those tempted to tackle

Croagh St. Patrick, there is a 3-day

walking festival every spring along the

Croagh Patrick Heritage Trail.

Similar walking festivals are held
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throughout Ireland, offering organized

hiking along with Irish music and

merriment. n

If you go:  Top off a hiking week with an urban
escape in Galway City.   Run, don’t walk to the
award-winning, five-star g Hotel for a unique
experience and a spa designed by celebrated
Irish milliner Philip Treacy. Known for his original
and exquisite hat designs, Treacy draws
inspiration from the landscapes and seashore of
his native County Galway, employing a
contemporary, sensuous style that features bold
color, reflective light, and supreme comfort.   If
glitz is not your thing, try the 4-star House Hotel,
also a contemporary design with first-rate
service, located in the city center. 

The West of Ireland is easily accessible from
Dublin by bus, train or rental car, and daily tours
are available to many attractions. Visit
www.discoverireland.com/us. 

Recommended guide for heritage tours:
Josephine O’Keeffe, AATGI.
www.tourguides.ie/index.html
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WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR?

ELEANOR A GILL, D.M.D.

662.895.4737
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While some may question the need to re-visit this chapter in

our history, her own story took decades to produce as she

herself  struggled with truths still needing to be expressed.

“I started writing the book as fiction with made-up names

for myself  and everyone else,” says Watkins.

She showed that first draft to an agent, believing the story

then to be about love betrayed. Through those first drafts,

however, agents and publishers became more interested in one

aspect of  her story:  Her childhood at Allison’s Wells, a popular

Mississippi resort for “nice white people” run by her aunt.

Watkins story begins during World War II when her

attorney father left to fight, leaving the family uprooted from

their Jackson home and left to reside at Allison’s Wells.

Extremely close to her father as a young girl, Watkins paints a

picture of  confusion and loss at his absence.  

As years pass and she finds herself  a young mother of  four

in the midst of  the segregation battle and the advent of  Brown

v. Board of  Education, Watkins begins to truly understand her

role in a rigid, unjust system—and she rebels.  

“I was 18 when Brown v. Board of  Education came down

and Dad was Governor Ross Barnett’s attorney.  I remember

him on the phone with Robert Kennedy. I fought for years with

my father.”

From age 18 to 30, Watkins slowly understood the reality of

her upbringing, and more importantly, began to recognize her

own powerless position as a woman in Mississippi.

“I was viewed as silly and irrelevant. This was about

women’s struggle for freedom, too. I had no voice.”

But her realization came too late.  Married at 19 to a Jewish

civil rights attorney, the couple had four children, a nice home

and lifestyle. “Back then, the only reason women went to

college was to get married. Your husband was expected to

support you. You had an education only as something to fall

back on.”

Against the larger background of  the civil rights movement,

Watkins battled personally.  

“I had no reason to be unhappy, but I was unhappy. When

I decided I wanted to go back to school for a master’s, my

husband said no.”

At 25, she did return to school and found another truth.

“Millsaps was like a breath of  fresh air.  They encouraged

independent thinking.”
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In her memoir “The Last Resort: Taking the Mississippi Cure”, Norma Watkins takes a journey into

her Mississippi childhood, carrying us along with her to a time when families, like hers, and towns

were polarized by the issues of segregation, hypocrisy and prejudice.  

Review by Karen Ott Mayer

Leaving Mississippi 
is Never Complete



By 30, she did the unthinkable for a

“nice, white woman” from Mississippi:

She left her husband and four children,

walking out of  the life she couldn’t accept.  

Living on the north coast of  California

today with her second husband, Watkins

keeps Mississippi somewhat at arm’s

length. With her children located and

working in other states, her only reason for

an occasional visit is to see her old friends.  

Watkins spent her career in teaching,

eventually serving as professor emerita at

Miami Dade College where she also

directed the Environmental Ethics

Institute and held an endowed chair. She

now teaches writing at the College of  the

Redwoods and is a regular contributor to

the St. Petersburg Times.

As anyone born on Mississippi soil

knows, leaving is never complete. The

same applies to Watkins.

“Mississippi is always home to me.”

When asked what she sees now as far as

progress or vestiges of  the past, her

response is unwavering.

“When I come back, I see both. I feel a

mixture of  things. During those days,

everybody chose sides. I was isolated and

part of  a very scared minority.”

While she’s been carrying this story

with her for decades, several events led to

her finally writing the story in less than two

years. “I finally realized this is a memoir

and figured out the story is really about

paradise lost. Also, enough people had

died from those days that I could finally

tell the story.”

She knows “The Last Resort: Taking

the Mississippi Cure” revisits a sad time,

both personally and socially, but she wants

readers to know one thing.

“I want people to read it and

understand how it was, and just like any

other book, to escape into another time.”

Watkins has been characterized as

radical and crazy, even by her own family,

for remaining true to her own beliefs and

defying segregationists like her father and

the lifestyles like those bred at Allison’s

Wells over 50 years ago. If  we can learn

anything at all from her story, it is that we

have come a long way and the civil truths

uncovered then are still worth a fight. n
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Now your advertising dollars go even further! In addition to the printed version, 
you can read DeSoto Magazine from cover to cover online, including ads! Visit 
www.desotomag.com to see for yourself.

Here’s what you get from the online magazine:
• Increased ad exposure due to thousands of new online viewers.
• Place your website address on the ad and with one click, viewers will be at your website.
• Clicking on an email address in your ad opens the reader’s email program, which means readers can make  
   immediate contact with you through email.
• Your business will be listed in the advertisers drop-down index, providing a direct link to your ad.
• Viewers can download a PDF version of the magazine for viewing offline.
• Readers can print individual pages, which is great for ads that feature discounts.
• Editorial can be viewed in many different languages, including Spanish.
• Viewers can easily email the magazine or an individual page to friends and family.
• Your ad will be viewable online for three years.
• Customized pop-up videos in addition to your online ad.
• There’s no extra charge for this service!*

DeSoto Magazine...
Exploring the South!

We’re Ahead of the Curve!

*Production charges may apply to create videos.
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WWith AgriPro Lawn and Mulch Center, it will never look greener on 
the other side of  the fence! We are family owned and operated and 
believe in doing business the old fashioned way. Our reputation is 
very important to us, therefore we maintain high morals and values 
with the highest integrity.

AgriPro has been specializing in North Mississippi lawns for over 
30 years and we strongly believe that busi-
nesses should give back to the community 
they do business in. We are active in support-
ing our local schools, youth sports, and other 
organizations in DeSoto County.

AgriPro Lawn & Mulch Center, located in 
Olive Branch, is locally and family owned. 
Art Shumway, the owner, can always be 
found working around the mulch yard or out 
checking on his lawn accounts. Akisha, his 
daughter, runs the mulch yard and helps cus-
tomers make the best decision on what they 
need to complete their projects. Kris, Art’s son, focuses on the weed 
control and fertilization service when he isn’t working at the Olive 
Branch Fire Department. And when you call in to the office, Marga-
ret is the friendly voice on the other end of  the line. So now you ask 
who’s the young man that is always seen helping out? That is Devon, 
Art’s 9 year old grandson. Art says it’s never too early to start learn-
ing the family business!

AgriPro provides weed control and fertilization for residential and 
commercial properties. We offer a year-round program that includes 
7 applications and targets the specific needs of  the specific seasons. 
The different applications include pre-emergents, post-emergents, 
fertilization, and lime to keep lawns beautiful and healthy all year.

At the on-site mulch yard, we carry many varieties of  mulch from 
standard hardwood brown, double hammered black, to colored 

mulches such as red, chocolate, and dyed black. We also carry a 
wide variety of  gravel and sand. Gravel can be used anywhere from 
driveways to drainage to rock gardens. The different sands can be 
used to level and condition lawns as well as for masonry projects and 
play areas. We also carry a variety of  limestone products that can 
be used as base layer for patios, foundations, driveways, and larger 

sizes can be used for drainage and erosion. 
AgriPro carries soil for flowerbeds and gar-
dens such as promix, cotton burr compost, 
and topsoil. Need sod? We have bermuda, 
zoysia, and fescue sod. Come see our wide va-
riety of  landscape stone including Arkansas 
fieldstone, flagstone, river rock, boulders, and 
ledge rock. These stones can be used for bor-
dering flowerbeds, making patios, walkways, 
steps, and retaining walls. Cross ties are also 
kept on hand for retaining walls and raised 
gardens.

Not only do we deliver friendly service, WE DELIVER ANY 
PRODUCT IN ANY QUANTITY!! There is no residential job too 
small or commercial job too big, just give us a call at 662-893-7633.
 
Call AgriPro Lawn & Mulch Center today for a beautiful lawn with-
out the worry!

11291 Goodman Road East • Olive Branch, MS • 662.893.7633

Special Advertising

AgriPro LAwn & MuLch center

WE DELIVER!



Enter for your chance to win a 3 nights stay at the 
stunning Grand Hotel Marriott Resort, Golf Club & Spa, 
in Point Clear, Alabama overlooking Mobile Bay. This 
grand beach resort boasts two challenging golf cours-
es, as well as a luxurious 20,000 square foot European-
style spa, 10 tennis courts, a fabulous array of dining 
options, a sizeable marina, delightful beaches and an 

extraordinary pool complex. Accommodations and 
breakfast are included in the package. Mail entry 
form below to Hill Media Company, and you will be 
entered into the drawing. Limit one entry per person. 
Entries must be received by July 30, 2011. Drawing will 
be held August 1, 2011. Trip must be scheduled within 
one calendar year of drawing.

ENTER TO WIN A ROMANTIC GETAWAY

ENTER TO WIN. Limit one entry per person. All entries must be received by 12:00 a.m. CDT on 07/30/2011. Drawing 
will be held 08/02/11. Getaway must be used within one calendar year of the drawing date. Reservations based on avail-
ability. Open to legal residents of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia. Must be 21 years or older. Void where 
prohibited. Entrants release DeSoto Magazine/Hill Media Co.  from all claims/liability arising from this Sweepstakes or 
acceptance/use of any prize. Copyright 2011 DeSoto Magazine. All rights reserved.

One Grand Boulevard, P.O. Box 639 · Point Clear, AL 36564 • 1-800-544-9933 • www.marriottgrand.com

Deadline for entries is July 30th. Mail entries to 
P.O. Box 451, Nesbit, MS 38651. Drawing will 
be August 1st. Winners will be notified within 
a week of the drawing. Trip must be scheduled 
before August 1, 2012.

Name:
Address:

Phone #:
Email:



Summer is sizzling, and with the temperature

climbing higher each day, you can delight in

making treats for family and friends. Try these

delicious recipes. They’re sure to please everyone

when taking a break from the heat.

White Chocolate Apricot Swirl Cheesecake
Makes 12 servings

Crisco Original No-Stick Cooking Spray

1 cup graham cracker crumbs

1/2 cup ground almonds

1/4 cup sugar

1/4 cup butter, melted

3 8-ounce packages cream cheese, softened

1 14-ounce can Eagle Brand Sweetened 

Condensed Milk

3 large eggs

1 1/2 cups white baking chips, melted

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 15-ounce can apricot halves, drained

HEAT oven to 350°F. Coat bottom of  9-inch

springform pan with no-stick cooking spray. Stir

graham cracker crumbs, almonds, sugar and butter in

small bowl until evenly moistened. Press firmly into

bottom of  prepared pan.

BEAT cream cheese until fluffy. Blend in sweetened

condensed milk. Add eggs, melted white baking chips

and vanilla; blend until smooth. Pour over crust.

PLACE apricots in food processor or blender. Cover

and process until smooth. Spoon small dollops of

apricot puree over top of  cream cheese mixture. Swirl

with tip of  knife to make marbled appearance. 

BAKE 50 to 60 minutes or until edges are puffed and

golden. (Center will not be completely set.) Cool

completely in pan on wire rack. Chill thoroughly

before serving.
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Frozen Hot Chocolate

Makes 4 servings 

3 tablespoons superfine granulated

sugar (or baking sugar)

1 envelope (2 to 3 tablespoons) double

chocolate, rich chocolate or milk

chocolate flavor hot cocoa mix

2 tablespoons unsalted butter

1/3 cup each Nestlé Toll House Semi-

Sweet Chocolate Morsels and Nestlé

Toll House Milk Chocolate Morsels

1 can (12 fluid ounces) Carnation

Evaporated Milk, divided

4 cups ice cubes

Whipped cream

PLACE sugar, cocoa mix and butter in

top of  double boiler set over gently

boiling water. Stir frequently until

melted and smooth paste forms. Add

morsels; stir. When morsels begin to

melt, slowly stir in 1/2 cup evaporated

milk. Stir until smooth and velvety.

Cool to room temperature.

PLACE chocolate mixture, remaining

evaporated milk and ice in blender (in

batches, if  necessary); cover. Blend

until smooth. Pour into individual

glasses or bowls. Top each serving

with dollop of  whipped cream.

Sprinkle with additional chopped

morsels, if  desired. Serve with straw

and/or spoon. 
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Chocolate Chip Cookie Bowls
Makes 12 bowls

3 cups all-purpose flour

2/3 cup firmly-packed brown sugar

1/3 cup granulated sugar

3/4 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 teaspoon salt

3/4 cup (1-1/2 sticks) butter, melted 

2 eggs

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

2/3 cup miniature semi-sweet

chocolate chips

PREHEAT oven to 350°F. Spray

outside of  each bowl cavity of  Ice

Cream Cookie Bowl Pan with vegetable

pan spray.  

COMBINE flour, sugars, baking

powder and salt in a large bowl; mix

well. In small bowl, whisk together

melted butter, eggs and vanilla; add to

dry ingredients, mixing well to form

stiff  dough. Mix in chocolate chips. 

ROLL out dough on generously-

floured surface to 1/4-inch thickness.

Cut 5-inch round circles from dough.

Drape one circle over each cavity of

pan, pressing to form smooth surface.  

BAKE 12-14 minutes or until cookie

cups are firm and golden brown. Cool

on pan on cooling rack 5 minutes.

Loosen bottom edges of  cookies from

pan using small spatula. Carefully

remove cookies from pan and cool

completely. Wash and dry pan; repeat

with remaining dough. 

FILL cooled cookie bowls with ice

cream, pudding or fresh fruit.
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Creamy Lemon Raspberry Pie
Makes 8 servings

1/4 cup seedless red raspberry jam

1 prepared 9-inch (6 ounces) shortbread

crumb crust

1/2 pint (about 1 cup) fresh red

raspberries, divided

4 ounces cream cheese, softened

1 can (12 fluid ounces) Nestlé Carnation

Evaporated Milk

2 packages (about 3.4 ounces each)

lemon instant pudding and pie filling

mix

Grated peel of  1 lemon

1 container (8 ounces) frozen whipped

topping, thawed, divided

Additional grated lemon peel

(optional)

SPREAD raspberry jam over bottom

of  crust. Sprinkle 3/4 cup raspberries

over jam. 

BEAT cream cheese in large mixer

bowl until creamy. Gradually add

evaporated milk, pudding mix and

lemon peel. Beat 2 minutes on

medium speed until well blended.

Gently stir in half  of  whipped topping.

Spoon into crust; top with remaining

whipped topping. 

REFRIGERATE 2 hours or until set.

Garnish with remaining raspberries

and additional lemon zest, if  desired,

just before serving. n
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While traveling recently, i found myself in

a dry county.  

a man standing nearby laughed in response to my surprise

and said, “Well, we’re sort of  soggy.”

humorous, no doubt, but his statement touched on a reality

about the laws surrounding local or state prohibition of

alcohol: they are as complex as individual opinions on the

subject.  Just for the record, i err on the side of  personal choice,

so i fall into that category of  folks who believe that the

continuation of  prohibition laws is rather archaic and

unrealistic, given the mobility of  people in our communities.

in short, anyone who wants to drink these days will do so and

has access to alcohol, if  not in his or her own community, then

within driving distance.

Before we get too far along, let me clarify a few things.  

first, after the repeal of  Prohibition in 1933, many people

still supported the ban on alcohol.  over time, states allowed

local counties to decide on their own laws regarding liquor.

counties can be “dry,” which means no sale of  alcoholic

beverages, or “wet,” which means the sale of  alcohol is

allowed.  however, the fun starts when looking at laws in

“moist” or “limited” counties where it seems that legislators

and drinkers, or drinking legislators, have created more

loopholes than a fishing net.  interestingly enough, golf  courses

enjoy their own sovereignty.  many dry counties approve the

sale of  alcohol at a “qualifying golf  course.”  hmmm...not

hard to see how this one evolved, boys...

operators of  wineries also enjoy amnesty, which only make

sense because they need to allow wine tasting.  ironically, the

Jack daniels distillery in lynchberg, tenn., is actually located

in a dry county.  

certain historic sites located in a dry territory can also sell

alcohol, which i find slightly amusing, imagining one’s need for

a gin and tonic while touring old houses or cemeteries.  

While several states, including Kentucky and texas, still

have plenty of  dry spots, mississippi is unusual in that nearly

one-half  of  the state is still dry.  in his piece called “dry

counties,” david hanson notes, “the reason for such a high

proportion of  dry counties is clear:  mississippi is uniquely

temperance-oriented.”   he goes on to say that mississippi

enacted Prohibition in 1907, 12 years before the rest of  the

country!  We were the first state to ratify the 18th amendment

creating Prohibition, and we continued to follow the law 30

years after it ended nationally.  no doubt, mississippians feel it

is important to legislate morality across the board.

never mind the bully-pulpit hypocrisy and closet drinkers

we all know exist. What concerns me more is another reality:

drunk driving.  While data can be interpreted differently, based

on population density and other factors, one study done in

texas and published by the national center for statistics and

analysis of  the national highway traffic safety

administration (nhtsa) revealed a frightening reality:  dry

counties in texas recorded over three-and-one-half  times the

number of  alcohol-related traffic fatalities than wet counties.  

if  i didn’t vote for anything else in my lifetime, i’d still vote

for good old common sense and choice.  absent personal

choice and increased restriction, most of  us will find a way to

do what we want, no matter what laws are in place, including

driving to a wet county to have a beer or glass of  wine.  moral

arguments won’t stop that force of  nature, and neither will

county lines — dry, wet or soggy. ■
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